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Leys Pool makes a splash 
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THE £9 million state-of-the-art Leys The facility now includes aneight = changing rooms, a sauna and new gym with new state of the art exercise Oxford East Member of Parliament, 
Pools and Leisure Centre was officially lane, 25 metre competition-standard reception and café areas. equipment and modernised sports Andrew Smith, completed the ribbon 
opened as Leys News was going to swimming pool with moveable floor, Fusion Lifestyle, the Council's hall. A new studio, soft play areaanda —_ cutting with Councillor Mike Rowley 
press, and local families enjoyed free a teaching pool, a fun water area for leisure partner, has also invested in sports pavilion adjoined to the back of _ to signify the official opening of the 
activities all weekend. children with jets and sprays, new an extended and fully refurbished the centre were also recently opened. _ facility. 


Funding fears for Pathway 


THE Pathway Workshop needs 
a cash injection to keep it open, 
and is calling on local people, 
charities and businesses to help 
raise the money. 

Established in 1982, the 
workshop is a social enterprise 
that makes use of waste 
wood. It was set up to provide 
meaningful and productive 
job opportunities for local 
people with disabilities or 
other obstacles that had 
prevented them from working. 
The workshop produces a 
wide range of products from 
firewood kindling to furniture, 
wooden packing crates, wildlife 
boxes and a range of creative 


and decorative products such 
as wooden games, Christmas 
decorations and boxes and 
ornaments. 

All the products are made 
to very high standards under of 
the watchful eye of experienced 
cabinet maker and Chair of the 
Trustees Bill Pattison. 

Bill said this week that 
without the £40,000 needed 
to pay existing debts and 
cover business overheads, the 
workshop could be in danger of 
closing. 

"We had to lay four people 
off in December in order to 
save money on our wages bill 
but they have returned to help 


us on a voluntary basis which 
is fantastic. The people who 
work here with us really enjoy 
it and want to be here. They 
are from all walks of life and 
face difficulties in their lives 
that make it very hard for them 
to get jobs. We give them the 
chance to learn woodworking 
skills and it has a big impact 
on their confidence and self 
esteem. We are like a family here 
and it was really hard having to 
let people go." 

The cash strapped enterprise 
started facing problems when 
a large order for wooden 
packaging crates was cancelled. 
The team are now working hard 


to find a replacement for this 
contract, as well as working flat 
out to produce hundreds of 
bags of kindling each week- 
which is the other major part of 
their business. 

Mike Fleming, General 
Manager of Pathway added: 
"We need to replace the 
contract that was cancelled and 
sell more kindling. The amount 
of charitable funding available 
has shrunk and we simply don't 
have the time to market the 
other products we make here 
such as the decorative objects 
and furniture." 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 


swishing 
with Leys 
WI 


Turn to page 5 


Winter’s 
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Following recent events in 
Paris, Community Journalist 
Alan Witton has some salient 
points to make about the 
freedom of the press. 


WE'VE seen frightening scenes, and 
a stirring response, in our nearest 
neighbour, France. And | think 
everyone agrees that, whatever the 
grievances of France’s Muslims, cold- 
blooded assassinations at a satirical 
magazine and a Jewish supermarket 
are no way to deal with them. 

| draw comfort, and also worry, 
from the response to these events. 
A million and a half people in the 
streets powerfully symbolises a 
nation willing to stand up and be 
counted when their deep-held 
beliefs are under threat. And I’m 
comforted that almost all Muslims 
in both our countries who were 
interviewed by the media, came 
out against these acts supposedly 
carried out in the name of their 
religion. It seems we can all be a little 
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Moi, je ne suis qu’un 


petit peu Charlie 


(Me, I’m only a little bit Charlie) 


woman interviewed on BBC's Sunday 
Programme who commented “I 
used to wear the hijab. Now | wear a 
woolly hat.” 

What worries me is the way 
in which these events have been 
condemned in the name of “freedom 
of the press”. Now freedom of the 
press is not just a French invention; 
people throughout Europe believe in 
it as well. But the French Republic’s 
motto translates as “Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity”. Liberty alone, separated 
from the other two ideals, can let 
people publish offensive material 
without remedy at law. Equality 


that there is no such thing as belief, 
should get equal treatment before 
the law, and equal access to a free 
Press. 

Fraternity means that we treat 
other groups within society the 
same way we treat our own families 
- with justice tempered with love. 
We don't have to agree with each 
other. Sometimes we have to watch 
our nearest and dearest going down 
a path about which we may have 
profound misgivings. But we react 
to this by taking them aside and 
explaining things to them, if we 
can. So it should be with different 
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sections of French society, Christians, 
Muslims and those of no faith at all, 
agree on this. 

Freedom of the press, like all 
other freedoms, is a good and 
valuable thing. But it does come 
with a price tag. Just think how some 
of us would react if the editors of 
a popular Muslim magazine took 
pot-shots at other religions’ deeply 
cherished beliefs. It would hurt. It 
would hurt a great deal. And that’s 
what we've been putting our Muslim 
brothers and sisters through. 

The pen is indeed mightier than 
the sword. But like the sword, the 
pen has a nice end and a naughty 
end. Let's point the naughty end at 
real, not just perceived, injustices, 
and let’s do it in such a way as to 
enable us to make our peace with 
other people afterwards. And above 
all, let’s always tell the truth. 

If we can all understand that, 
then perhaps | might be able to be 
more than a little bit Charlie. 


bit Charlie. Even the French Musili 


m means that all beliefs, even the belief groups within society. Apparently all 
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AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE 


Overpayment 
of tax credits 


CHILD Tax Credit and 
Working Tax Credit are 
benefits paid by HMRC, 
if your income is below a 
specified amount. 

Unfortunately, the 
way in which entitlement 
to Tax Credits is decided 
is complicated and can 
often lead to people being 
overpaid. Tax credits are 
worked out on a yearly 
basis (April-April). Your tax 
credit award is initially based 
on your income from the 
previous tax year. At the end 
of the next year, once all 
the information is available, 
HMRC with compare 
what they have paid you 
with what your actual 
entitlement is. If there 
has been a change in your 
circumstances in that year 
or your income has gone up, 
you may be asked to repay 
money to HMRC. 

This way of calculating 
and awarding tax credits 
gives rise to many problems. 
The government hopes the 
issues will be resolved if/ 
when the new Universal 
Credit system is phased in. 
But in the meantime, we see 
many clients getting into 
debt because of tax credit 
overpayments. 

If you are asked by HMRC 


to pay back tax credits, there 
are things you can do. First 
you can call the Tax Credit 
Helpline (0345 300 3900) 
and ask for an explanation 
of how the overpayment 
occurred. 

If you agree there has 
been an overpayment, you 
can negotiate with HMRC to 
pay it back at a rate you can 
afford. 

If you disagree with 
HMRC’s decision to recover 
an overpayment or you 
disagree with the amount 
of the overpayment, you 
can ask them to look at their 
decision again. If you wish to 
dispute a decision you need 
to act promptly as there are 
strict time limits. 

Come to us. If HMRC 
are seeking to recover a 
tax credit overpayment 
from you, we will be able 
to advise you on what your 
options are. 


LP COMALT 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Road, Black 
Telephone: 01865 770206 


bird Leys, OX4 6HS. 


asac.reception@agnessmith.co.uk 


Hello, 


| hope that 2015 is turning 
out to be a good year for you 
all. We may still be in the first 
few weeks of the year but so 
much is already happening 
here on the Leys that it looks 
like it is going to be a very 
busy and exciting one! 

As Leys News was going 
to press, the new swimming 
pool was opening and the 
leisure centre was holding 
a fun filled weekend of 
free activities. As this is the 
traditional time for making 
plans to get fitter and 
healthier, the timing could 
not be better. We managed 
to squeeze a picture of the 
opening day onto our front 
page and wish the leisure 


centre team loads of luck. 

In other news, the much- 
loved and much-needed 
BLITZ IT hub is back in 
business. After a few shaky 
months when its future was 
in doubt, Nick and Edmund 
already have courses lined up 
for the next few months. You 
can read all about it on the 
page opposite. 

And finally, a very 
important organisation on 
the Leys really needs your 
help. The Pathway Workshop 
which provides jobs and 
opportunities for local people 
needs a cash injection to 
keep it going. You can read 
all about it on our front page 
and page 3. The team at the 
workshop create beautiful 
products from waste wood 


as well as supplying kindling 
wood for fires. 

If there is one thing | 
would urge you to do this 
month it would be to go and 
visit Mike, Bill, Nina and the 
rest of the team and find out 
more about the work they 
do. The products they sell 
are beautiful so whether you 
need a bird table to keep an 
eye on your feathered friends, 
a special present for someone 
or some new furniture, pop 
in and see them and make 
The Pathway Workshop your 
first and only stop shop for all 
things wood! 

Have a great month 


Best wishes 


Savolw 


oLDY 


COMPETITION The winners of last month's Children's drawing competition are 


WINNERS 


Max, age 7, (left) from Blackbird Leys, and Kyla, age 10, (right) also 
from Blackbird Leys. They both win a fantastic 67 piece art and craft 


set. For this month's drawing competition turn to page 12. 
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Birthday celebrations at BLAP 


CHILDREN, volunteers and staff 
at BLAP celebrated a special 
birthday for one of their team 
with a cake baked and decorated 
by the children. 

Sue Price from BLAP said: 


children really love having her 
around. She teaches knitting, 
prepares the snacks and 
generally makes herself useful. 
She is now so much part of the 
furniture that we do not know 


her. BLAP could not survive 
without its volunteers.” 


and BLAP celebrated in its usual 


and decorated by the children. 
They also gave her a card with 
lots of lovely messages in it. 


level 2 in Play. She said: “Working 
here has been an eye opener to 
“Rowena has been volunteering _—_ different aspects of play that | 

at with us for 18 months andthe —_ hadn't realised.” 


for volunteers to join a two day 
training course in play called 
Take 5. For more information 
contact Sue Price on 01865 
429036 or email sueprice.blap@ 
how we would manage without virginmedia.com 


There is a chance in March 


BLAP relies on volunteers 


but also employs play workers 
On 16 January Rowena was 60 = during the holiday play schemes. 
The next Play Scheme runs from 
way - witha birthday cake made —_ February 16-20 and will include 


many exciting activities such as 
arts and crafts, cooking, mending started trading again at the 
bikes and using all the equipment | Nd of last year with some 
Rowena is just completing her at the playground. There willalso_| training courses on offer, 


be a chance to swim in the new 
Blackbird Leys Pool. 

The Play Scheme is for 8-13 
year olds and costs £5 for sessions | free and low cost IT and 
from 10am-4pm, or £7 for 
9am-5pm. Children and young 
people need to bring a packed 
lunch-no fizzy drinks, and fill in 
an application form witha parent | !ocal residents to learn 
/guardian or carer's signature 
which can be done on the day or 
in advance. 


@ For more details please 
contact Joey Phillips on 01865 
236646 or blap76@yahoo.co.uk | 40 best and our courses 


BLITZ, the Blackbird Leys IT 
Zone, is back in business and 
has a new programme of 
courses lined up for the next 
few months. 

Following months 
of uncertainty over the 
hub's future, Nick Tills and 
Edmund Faria are now 
running regular courses for 
people from the Leys and 
beyond. 

Nick said: "We actually 


but we are now back up to 
full speed and really glad to 
once again be able to offer 


computer training to local 
people." 

Over the years, BLITZ 
has helped hundreds of 


and improve their IT skills, 
leading to more training, 
employment and studying 
opportunities. 

Nick added: "It is great 
to be back doing what we 


BLITZ director Nick Tills. 


BLITZ is back 
in business! 


i 


are filling up fast. We are 
renting the training space 
from Oxford City Council 
and have 12 up to date 
computers with up to 
date apps so we are really 
pleased. It is great that we 
can now have a fresh start." 
The future of BLITZ was 
hanging in the balance last 
year, and Nick and Edmund 
had feared they would have 
to vacate their premises and 
find another training base. 
Nick added: "An 
agreement was reached 


with the city council and 

we now have an attractive 
learning environment and 
we are also working with 
Oxford Brookes University 
and the Ethnic Minority 
Business Service to provide 
classes. Lots of people 
thought BLITZ had gone, but 
we are definitely back!" 


lH See page 13 for courses 
at BLITZ 


Funding fears for Pathway 


(Continued from front page) 


Bill added: "When people start 
working with us they can't even 
knock a nail in straight but after a 
while they become more confident 
and can make anything from 
wood - and make it really well 
to a very high standard. We are 
helping people overcome problems 
and become employable but we 
need funds to continue this work. 
There used to be help from central 
government for organisations 
like ours that offered phased 
employment opportunities but 
not any more. We are actively 
helping with employability and if 
we stopped functioning it would 
cost the government to provide 
benefits. The confidence and faith 
that our men have in themselves 
can be fragile, but we have huge 
successes here.” 

Mike added that he has been 
contacting key funding bodies to 
ask for support, and the workshop 


did receive a small injection of cash 
before Christmas but needs more. 
He said: "We need funding for the 
men who work here — not for our 
wages and we do have a strategic 
recovery plan for re-building 

the project and to give us some 
headroom. We want to keep the 
workshop open and establish a 
regular stream of funding, as well as 
some regular contracts and projects 
that we can rely on." 

The Pathway Workshop is in 
Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys and 
is open from Monday to Thursday 
from 8am-3.30pm and on Fridays 
from 8am-12noon. The workshop 
sells bags of kindling, bird tables 
and feeders, wooden planters, 
compost boxes, furniture and 
a range of gifts and decorative 
objects. Commissions for bespoke 
work are also undertaken. 


# Visit www.pathway-workshop.co.uk for more information 
or email enquiries@pathway-workshop.co.uk or ring 01865 714111 


= ge 
Mike Fleming, General Manager and Bill Pattison, Chair of the Trustees at Pathway. 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 
FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Stella Gathenya continues her 
new column contrasting the 
differences between living here in 
the UK with life in her native Africa. 


A fresh start 
for2015 


WELL now that the festive season is 
over, we can all go back to reality. 
This time of year is the busiest for 
gyms as people try to lose the extra 
holiday weight. You ignored that 
little voice at the back of your mind 
telling you to stop as you munched 
away well into the wee hours of 
the morning as you tried to catch 
up with what is on telly. Who can 
blame you anyway, me included, 
we do it in the name of celebration. 
Especially when friends and family 


we have not seen for a while come 
for a visit. We have this saying back 
home that | will translate directly, 
we call it ‘showing gratitude to your 
body’ for all the hard work that it has 
done for you during the past year. If 
not for anything else then why not 
celebrate the gift of life, after all we 
only live once. 

Now that I’m an adult and 
especially now that I’m a mother 
Christmas seems to come by so 
quickly. In any case the kids have 
already tossed away the presents 
they got because they are looking 
forward to what is in store for them 
in the next one. As they write a fresh 
new list for Santa, you probably 
are jotting down your new year’s 


resolution. How many have you 
written down? Five maybe 10? | 

bet going to the gym is top of the 
list. | have never been the type to 
have resolutions, maybe because 
I'm scared that | will not keep to 
the promise and be disappointed. | 
like to surprise myself, | prefer to do 
something that | did not expect to 
do and then later make a note of it 
as one of my achievements. Reverse 
psychology? Maybe...interesting 
how the human mind works. 

As they say rules are made to 
be broken and | guess my mind is 
one of those when you tell it that 
you have to do something it will 
go against you and try all it can to 
convince me otherwise. This way 
works for me, so far so good. 

More so, it does not help that my 
birthday comes just after the new 
year, right when everyone is broke. 
Maybe | should have been born 
midyear, or maybe in September 
just when autumn is beginning, give 
people an excuse to party. Oh well 
let me quit sulking. 

| guess it is the reality of me 
turning a year older and realising 
that I’m becoming more and more 


like my mother. | have noticed 

this through the things that | do 
nowadays, how | do them, what | 
tell my children when I’m scolding 
them. Do not get me wrong, my 
mother was the best when growing 
up and | always admired her, but | 
guess it is the reality of the fact that 
I’m coming of age when | thought 
that that would not happen for eons 
to come. 

When | was a child it seemed 
like such a long way away. The years 
seem to have evaporated, amidst 
all my childhood mischief and 
adventures, the adult years crept up 
and caught up with me. 

| remember how sometimes | 
would laugh at my mother and vow 
that when | grow up | would do 
things differently. | swore never to 
tie a headscarf on my head, or wipe 
something off my child’s cheek with 
my spit, or buy them a jumper two 
sizes up and hope that they will 
grow into it just so | could save a few 
quid. 

Well, I'm now the master of 
looking for bargains and saving up, 
| guess reality slapped me hard on 
the face and taught me that | have 
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to budget especially if | want the 
finer things in life. Such is life. The 
New Year was tough for us back 
home too, what with the scorching 
sun and no harvest. We used to joke 
that the January sun felt like it had 
come down a few miles, it did not 
help matters that the new school 
year started in January. So that 
meant new classes, new teachers 
and new syllabus. | was not really 
fond of this time of year. The next 
few weeks was a mixture of getting 
to grips with the change as well as 
listening to the teacher tell us how 
we are a year older, so we should 
behave more ‘mature.’ All | wanted 
was to just enjoy school life. 

| understand now though that 
they had my best interest at heart, 
maybe | was too naive to realise it. 
It is a new year, a new beginning, 
new resolutions, let us embrace it 
and hope that the new year brings 
with it new opportunities and great 
SUCCESS. 

Let us learn to appreciate what 
we have now as we do not know if 
we will still have it tomorrow. Forget 
the past, make a fresh start, here’s to 
2015. Cheers! 
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Buy your ticket at the door. 
All ladies are welcome! 
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Established 21 years and still independent 
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OXFORD OX3 9ED 
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Get swishing and freshen 
up your style for spring 


THE Leys Wl is holding a swishing event to 
give women from across the Leys the chance 
to clear out their closets and grab some new 
clothes and accessories for spring. 

Lorna Hind from the WI group said: “All 
ladies are welcome and invited to bring along 
a few items of clothing, shoes or accessories 
that they no longer wear but are still in good 
condition. There will be the chance to browse 
the items that other people have brought and 
at the end of the evening choose three items 
that other people have brought to take home 
with you. 

“All funds raised from the evening will go to 
the Agnes Smith Advice Centre. The Leys WI is 
a very informal and friendly group of ladies of 
all ages, from our twenties to our eighties. We 


Court rules in favour of 
City Council in Oxford 
Stadium Judicial Review 


THE High Court has dismissed an application by 
GRA Acquisition Limited challenging the City 
Council's decision to designate Oxford Stadium 
as a conservation area in line with planning 
laws. 

The case was heard before Mr Justice 
Ouseley on 8 December 2014 and judgment 
was handed down as Leys News went to press. 
GRA Acquisition Limited, who own the former 
greyhound racing track and speedway 
stadium, had proposed to develop 220 
residential dwellings on the site. 
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meet in the Clockhouse on the first Wednesday 
evening of every month. We don't sing 
Jerusalem, but we do make jam sometimes, 
and have a varied and interesting programme 
of activities from golf to Bollywood dancing 
and from quizzes to cookery demonstrations.” 

The swishing event will take place on 
Wednesday 4 February at 7.30 pm at the 
Clockhouse. Ladies of all ages are very 
welcome. Tickets cost £3 and include mulled 
wine as well as traditional WI tea and cake of 
course. 


@ For more information, or if you would 
like to go along to one of their meetings, 
email theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 

or call 07747 094 697. 


They challenged the City Executive Board's 
April 2014 decision on four grounds, all of 
which were rejected by the Judge. 

Councillor Bob Price, Leader of Oxford 
City Council says: “We are very pleased that 
the High Court has dismissed the challenge 
from the developers to the designation of the 
greyhound racing and speedway stadium as a 
conservation area. 

“The Court found that the designation 
process had been carried out in a thorough 
and exemplary manner which met all the 
statutory requirements, and that the City 
Executive Board had considered and approved 
the recommendation to designate the 
conservation area in accordance with the 
statutory criteria.” 


UNLIKE many people, |ama 

big fan of New Year resolutions. 
Yes, it is true that most of 

them will be broken before 

the previous night’s hangover 
fades into oblivion, but I think 
the happiness that a few hours 
of thinking you will soon be 50 
pounds lighter provides is better 
than nothing. 

Last year | had two resolu- 
tions: 1. Soak in a steaming hot 
bath every day, preferably at 
night, and 2. Make dinner at least 
three nights per week. Which 
might not seem like much to you, 
but when you are sitting on the 
couch smelling like bottom, eat- 
ing Chinese take-out for the third 
night in a row it starts to wear on 
your self-image. 

And, | can happily report that 
both have been a success. A few 
small changes to my daily routine 
and | am fresh as a rose dropping 
a hunk of something into the 
slow cooker almost every day. 

But this year, there | was — a 
few hours into the new year 
and | was stuck. | spent the last 
two weeks racking my brain. 
Drink less alcohol? Well, yeah 
but | would also like my family to 
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live to see another day. Exercise 
more? Gross. Besides, | already 
work out really hard two hours 

a week anyway. Have more 
patience with my boys? | mean, 
Yeah - but what do | look like? 

A miracle worker? Cut back on 
the time | spend playing Solitaire 
With Friends online? No more 
eating chocolate spread out of 
the jar? Floss? Lose 10 pounds? 
Stop cheating at Candy crush? 
Start a random acts of kindness 
initiative? Learn a cool card trick? 
Start saving some money? 

None of those things sound- 
ed even remotely appealing to 
me. A friend of mine told me her 
resolution was to stop worrying 
about things she cannot con- 
trol. And that is just about the 
dumbest thing | have ever heard 
in my life. Things you cannot 
control are the only things you 
should worry about. Why would 
you worry about things you can 
control, like whether to have fried 
chicken from Jakes or a salad for 
lunch? You make the decision you 
want and move on — no worrying 
necessary. 

So after much consideration | 
came up with two things: 
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New Year resolutions 


Wait. You are probably 
expecting something funny, or 
sarcastic, but | am just warning 
you these are just regular old 
things so do not be disappointed. 

So after much consideration | 
came up with three things: 

1. Send a weekly email (I set them 
up accounts when they were 
born) to each of my boys and 
write down one thing, maybe 
send a photo, of something that 
| will want to remember in 50 
years, and 

2.Remember my friends’ and 
family’s birthdays and send hand 
written cards. 

3. Try not to eat the same size 
portions as my husband. 

| wanted things that did not 
require too much of a daily time 
investment, and things that | 
always wished | did after the 
moment had passed. Also, things 
that when other people see, 
make me look like a Mum who 
“has her shit together”, or at least 
a Mum who is not on the verge of 
a nervous breakdown. 

Which is pretty much the 
motivation behind every decision 
| make anyway. 
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OZ FORD CITY COUNCIL TENANT INVOLVEMENT 
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alling all 16 - 30 year olds 


WE NEED YOU! 


eo, ol 


= x era’ fii* - 
emer ig) ee ais ¢ Are you aged between 
es ~~ rg ' ao — : a = a. 
ja 4 cite “ ae joe * = Al 
\ _ a: " , M 
Y Se ee 18-30 years old? 
= " F ‘ . a 


a Na saa bl 
i 


¢ Are you a resident of 
Oxford City? 
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¢ Do you want to 
earn yourseli 
up to £40 worth 
of vouchers‘? 
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We are looking to recruit Mystery Shoppers aged 18-30 years old. 
You can do this on your own or with a group of friends. 


You will be trained to test, evaluate and report on our services we provide to you. 


It can get you involved in our work, give you a voice and help us shape 
the services we provide. 


If we are getting it wrong we need to know! 


Contact us now and find out when our next training session is: 
Call 01865 252374 or email tenantinvolvement@oxford.gov.uk 


* Your vouchers will be given to you when you have completed the training and first mystery shop. 
Additional vouchers will be given on completion of further mystery shopping sessions. 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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WITH the distraction of the festive and New Year season 
ringing in my ears | write this wildlife gardening article. 

Again, inspiration. What's my inspiration? Over 
the top of this computer screen | can see all the birds 
gathering around the multiple feeders. Petty squabbles 
and conversations abound out there. Wish | could 
understand what they are chattering about. 

Mini-dramas like this are entertaining, which turns 
my mind towards The Big Garden Birdwatch, which 
took place last weekend. The idea is that you only 
record the maximum of each species you see at any 
one time, so if you see one Greenfinch ten times in the 
hour that counts as one but if at one point there was a 
second you could see at the same time, then your count 
is two. 

The impact of so many people being involved 
in Big Garden Birdwatch has increased much of our 
understanding of our garden birds. A clear snapshot of 
our gardens for wildlife is gained and it’s an easy way of 
getting our children interested in nature that’s on our 
doorstep. 

If you missed last weekend's birdwatch then why 
not just do one of your own anyway and see how many 
feathered friends pop into your garden for a snack? 

See you out there somewhere with our notepads. 


Big garden birdwatch 


Project improve 


NOW in its second year, the 
Pegasus Learning Through more. 
Stories partnership project This year Pegasus will be 
is showing considerable 
improvements in the literacy 
levels among pupils involved. 
Pegasus has worked with 
eight Oxford based primary 
and secondary schools in the 
last academic year and at least 
80 per cent improvement has 
been recorded overall due 
to the impact of the project 
beyond normal curriculum 
achievements. Most pupils 
recorded at least one level 
of improvement, 31 per cent 
of the group achieving an 


in seven primary schools 

and year eight pupils in one 
secondary school, following 
the work of the previous yea 


with a variety of creative skill 
are working with the pupils 
at special sessions in schools 
Illustrators, creative writers, 
directors and arts specialists 


to make a class book of their 


short performances that 


improvement of two levels or 


working with years three-five 


number of professional tutors 


are helping the young people 


s literacy 


they will present at Pegasus 
before classmates and family 
members. Tale Trail, which 
explores cultural heritage, will 
be performed on Thursday 29 
and Friday 30 January. 
up 
r.A_ Tale Trail 
At Pegasus, Magdalen Road, 
s Oxford OX4 1RE 

On Thursday 29 and Friday 
: 30 January, 4pm and 6.30pm 
Tickets £6, £3 
Box Office 01865 812 150 
www.pegasustheatre.org. 
uk/shows/tale-trail/ 


work. Pupils are also creating 


Is your child struggling at school or do 


they need a boost to improve their grades? 


Ages 5-16 


Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


Working Tax Credit - if you are eligible for the “childcare 
element” of Working Tox Credit, you may be able to claim 
up to 70% of the cost of The Education Centres course 

fee's as a tax credit. 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 


Amazing 
Value! 
ACT NOW 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 


www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 


Are you the 
parent of a child 
with additional 

needs? 


SCOPE’S free parent befriending 
service is now in Oxfordshire. 


household tasks and countless 
medical appointments for your 
child, there’s little time left for 


unsupported. 


additional needs. 


better than most where you're 
coming from. 


uk or ringing 07775926572. 


do not need a diagnosis. 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 
Next Meeting Date: 


Tuesday 24 February, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 

Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Chris Hatton, 
Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, Brian Lester, Cyril 
Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(9am—Spm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 
181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 


Caring for a disabled child can be 
tough. When you're juggling work, 


you. Many parents feel alone and 


Face 2 Face in Oxford is our free 
befriending service offering one to 
one emotional support for parents 
of disabled children or those with 


All our befrienders are parents 
of disabled children, so they know 
You can get in touch with us by 


emailing anna.hinton@scope.org. 


We support parents of children 
with any additional need and you 
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JANUARY and February are 
miserable enough without 
forcing yourself into an 
incredibly boring diet or brutal 
new exercise regime. There 
are no twinkling Christmas 
fairy lights to brighten up 

the dark evenings and even 
darker mornings, bank 
balances have taken a beating 
in the post-festive sales and 
everything is just, well, grey. 
So | ask you, is this really the 
most motivational time of year 
to spur yourself into doing 
something that is supposed to 
change our lives for the better 
when chances are, we'll all get 
fed up and fail two weeks in 
anyway? The answer is heck 


no! That is why this year I'm 
adopting the ‘new year, not 
you’ mantra, curling up in my 
pyjamas when | get home from 
work, polishing off all that left 
over Christmas chocolate and 
getting plenty of sleep until at 
least the end of March. 
February does of course 
bring a touch of celebration in 
the form of Valentines Day and 
my personal favourite, Pancake 
Day. Although I'm sure a little 
wining and dining is in order 
what with a new husband and 
all, 'm not going to say notoa 
little self indulgence this V-Day. 
I've found some gorgeously 
girly, super-sweet home 
luxuries to enjoy throughout 


This month I’m loving... 


THIS month hair professionals Jenclare are launching 
StyleEASY; new hair styling kits which will give you 
celebrity-style, ultra glam hair dos with very little fuss, 
hurrah! You can choose vintage victory rolls, maxi-buns or 
even make long hair into a sleek bob. Everything you need 
to create the look is included in the kit. My favourite is 
the bouffant booster (12) and the very appropriate heart- 
shaped styler (11). The kits cost between £3 and £5 and will 
be available in ASDA stores from the 8 February. 

| love NYX Cosmetic’'s Mood Lip Gloss (9) in Sensual! 
Apart from the fact is smells good enough to freeze and 
turn into a juicy lolly, when applied it changes colour to 
the shade that suits you best. The glosses are available 
from nyxcosmetics.co.uk and are just £2.50 in the sale 
now! Check out the gloss in Smile Brightener too which 
used micro-crystal technology to make your teeth appear 
brighter when applied. Great for dazzling your date! 


FASHION ON THE LEYS 


BY NATALIE GIDLEY 


Little luxuries to love 


the most romantic month 
(allegedly) of the year. 

Lush have launched their 
limited edition Valentines 
products and have included 
fruity heart shaped soaps and 
glittery bath bubble bars. My 
favourites have got to be The 
Kiss lip scrub which contains 
edible red hearts and hundreds 
and thousands making it truly 
lickable! The new Unicorn Horn 
bubble bar contains lavender 
essential oils making it great for 
winding down and relaxing. 

After a good long soak, it’s 
time to put on some pretty 
pyjamas or cosy lounge-wear, 
dig out your favourite rom-com 
DVD and curl up with lots of 


PSOE ASY 


chocolate treats. Set the mood 
by lighting some candles and 
I'd say you've got yourself a 
perfect night in. 


1. Floral pyjama set, Debenhams 
£25 

2. Floral bra and knickers, Florence 
and Fred at Tesco £9 and £4 

3. Personalised hot chocolate, 
Gettingpersonal.co.uk £12.99 

4. Heart tea-light holder, 
Dotcomgiftshop.com, £6.95 

5. Passionfruit truffles, Hotel 
Chocolat £3.75 

6. Ditsy floral night dress, Marks and 
Spencer 

7. Love grey sweater, New Look 
£14.99 

8. Lips clutch bag, Very £20 


Sha 
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Winter’s tale is a winner for Selene 


SELENE Jacobs, 11, from the 
Leys is a winner after beating 
other hopeful young writers in 
a creative writing competition. 
Selene’s winning entry A 
Winter's Tale beat off tough 
competition in the Young 


Writers Creative Writing Award, 


and following her literary 
success, she is now hoping 
to enter more competitions. 
Entrants had to write just 100 
words to take part. 

She said: “I feel really proud 
of myself. | didn’t think I'd be 
in with a chance of winning. | 
thought my mum was teasing 
me when she said my piece 
was published! This has 
boosted my confidence and I'll 
enter more in the future.” 

Selene's favourite book 
is Jaqueline Wilson's “Little 
Darling”. She added: “I've 
always liked English - more 
than maths. Fiction inspires 
me and when | write | feel | 
can express my ideas. | believe 
the books | read reflect who | 


A Winter’s Tale 
By Selene Jacobs 


Snow drizzled from the sky; frost covered the ground like a 
white blanket; Christmas lights flashed on the tall buildings 


am. When | was little | always 


wanted to be a writer and | 


would like to write a book. I’m 
not sure what I'd write about- 
something that will inspire me.” 


Hoping to inspire other 


young writers, Selene added: 

“| would say: “Don't be afraid!” 
You could be an amazing writer 
and not know it, you need to 
believe in yourself and take a 


chance.” 
Alyson Smith from the 


Oxford Education Centre, said: 
“Selene has been coming to the 

centre for some time and we 

are thrilled that she won. It was 


very well deserved.” 


@ Do you enjoy writing? 


Leys News is always looking 


for new, young writers to 


join our team of volunteers. 


If you, your youth club, 
group or school are 
interested in finding out 
more, please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


and a tree stood proudly in the square. People passed 
by looking happy, carrying presents which would make 
their families burst with joy. Sitting, hugging her knees 


was a young girl, her cold breath rose into the air. Winter 
shivered. The cold snow melted into her and frost bit her 
frozen little arms. She sank into the doorway. Suddenly, a 


hand of friendship offered a a steaming cup and freshly 
baked cookies. She felt a warm glow. 


Efficient City Council 
saves millions 


OXFORD City Council has 
generated approximately 
£6.7 million in efficiency 
savings over the past 
four years. A further £3.9 
million is expected from 
on-going efficiencies at 
the end of the Council’s 
four-year Medium Term 
Financial Plan in 2019 with 
major work-streams around 
office rationalisation, as 
well as staffing and ICT 
efficiencies. 

The drive to make 
efficiency savings comes as 
the government is reducing 
its Revenue Support Grant 
to local authorities in line 
with its deficit reduction 
programme. Between 2010 
and March 2016, the City 
Council will have had its 
government grant reduced 
by 47 per cent. 


Further cuts are 
anticipated in the future 
and all government 
support is expected to 
have been withdrawn by 
2018-19. Despite these 
challenges, the City Council 
is still aiming to improve 
vital services for the people 
of Oxford and is committed 
to safeguarding the 
vulnerable from cuts in the 
services that they require. 

The Council will also 
work to narrow the gap 
between rich and poor 
in Oxford and avoid 
compulsory redundancies 
among staff. 

Councillor Ed Turner, 
Board Member for Finance, 
Asset Management and 
Public Health, said: “The 
City Council continues 


to make progress in 


improving value for money 


and generating efficiency 
savings. 

“We owe a great 
debt of gratitude to our 
workforce for the valuable 
part they have played in 
this. The more we can 
make efficiency savings, 


the more we can ensure we 


protect front-line services 
in this era of government 
cutbacks.” 


The City Council is now 


consulting the people of 
Oxford about its budget 


proposals. The consultation 


period will close on 
Saturday 31 January 
before a meeting of the 


full Council sits in February 


to vote on the budget 
proposals. 


@ The link for on-line consultation and key documents is www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
draftbudget2015-16. Alternatively, please contact Sadie Paige on 01865 252250 
or email spaige@oxford.gov.uk. 


HOW 
TO SEW... 


Hand Embroidery 
BY BECKY LEE 


WHO has the time? You do. 

| know | know, it sounds 
painstaking, time consuming 
and intimidating. But YOU 
can learn to embroider, | 

say so. This is a deceptively 
simple craft. Embroidery is 
easy, relaxing and one of the 


least expensive hobbies you 
can take up. 


What you need to get 
started. 

¢ Embroidery Hoop — they 
come in a wide range of 
sizes, colours, styles and 
materials, and every stitcher 
has their own favourite. 

¢ Embroidery Needles — have 
a long eye which makes 
threading the needle easier. 
¢ Embroidery Floss — is 
loosely twisted, six strand 
thread which can be 
separated. 


¢ Scissors 
¢ Fabric 


Basic Stitches: 


Back Stitch 

Make a single straight stitch, 
continue along your pattern 
line, but come up a space 
ahead and bring your needle 
down into the same hole of 
the last stitch you made. 


Split Stitch 

Make a small stitch about the 
length of a grain of rice, bring 
your needle up through the 
centre of that stitch you just 
made, come down again like 
you did with the first stitch 
and repeat. 


Chain Stitch 

Bring the needle up through 
the fabric at your starting 
point, inset the needle at 
your starting point and bring 
the needle up a short 
distance away, place the 
working thread behind the 
needle and pull the needle 
through the loop, repeat 
along your pattern line. 
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The Leys Community Market mini 
Winter Break and Community Meal 


AFTER much discussion and consideration the Leys Community 
Market has taken the decision to ‘re-group’ and prepare for 
the Spring and will not be trading for February. Christine 
McDermott said: “This is for a number of reasons, partly 
because we are now in the ‘hunger gap’ where locally grown 
produce is not so abundant but also it’s time for the Market to 
build a strong and able team to move on to even greater things. 
“Although January and February are quiet, the Market 
is warmly inviting all friends, stallholders, customers and 
volunteers of the market to a welcoming community lunch. 
This will bring an important opportunity to share future ideas 
and possibilities together around a tasty meal. Thanks to the 
generous support of our funders, there will be no cost for this 
meal.” 
The meal is planned for Saturday 28 February. 


Award for Justice 


JUSTICE In Motion, an 
Oxfordshire based physical 
theatre and dance company, has 
been awarded the Oxford City 
Council Culture Fund, which 

is designed to enable cultural 
organisations and individual 
practitioners to enhance Oxford's 
cultural offerings. 

Having received the grant 
in October, Justice In Motion is 
now delivering a series of dance 
classes, physical workshops and 
social justice events and is calling 
on the Oxfordshire community 
to get involved. 

Justice In Motion is a young 
and emerging multidisciplinary 
company, which is dedicated 
to creating issue-based work, 
inspired by true accounts of 


@ For more details or to book a place 
please contact leyscommunitymarket@ 
yahoo.com or Christine 07914395619 


and connect them with 
organisations to become active 
in the fight for social justice.” 


DANCE CLASSES 

Every Saturday at St. Luke's 
Church Hall, Canning Crescent, 
from 11am - 12.30pm. 

This is an intermediate/ 
advanced contemporary class for 
all ages. In an effort to support 
the careers of local artists, 
professional dancers will get a 
discount and only pay £5. 

The company also offers a series 
of workshops. 


social injustice. Through a 
dynamic fusion of physical 
theatre, dance, music, multi- 
media, circus and spoken word, 
the company creates engaging 
and thought-provoking 
performances. 

Tanner Efinger, Producer, 
said: “Our goal is to raise 
awareness and challenge 
perceptions through high quality 
performance, inspire audiences 


@ For more information email 
info@justiceinmotion.co.uk 


French Knot 

Bring your needle up at 

your starting point, hold 

the working thread taut 

and wrap the thread twice 
around the needle, gently 
pull the thread so that the 
wrapped threads tighten 
and while holding it taut, 
insert the needle very close 
to your start point or into 
your start point, pull through 
the backside of your work 
until your Knot is formed and 
lies securely on the surface. 
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25m pool Classes 
Teaching pool Indoor cycling 
Fun pool Sports hall 
Swim school Soft play 
Sauna Creche 

Gym Café 


fF ) Leys Pools and Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road, Oxford OxX4 6JL 


Working together with 
Fusion Lifestyle is a registered charity working in partnership with 
Oxford City Council to manage your local leisure facilities. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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] TEMPLARS SQUARE 


Spoppi'4 Centre. 


Get thrifty with Beth 


This month Beth Speich 


has come up with a 


simple and effective way 
to inject a bit of upcycled 
designer style into your 
home-without breaking 


the bank. 


IT CAN be expensive to kit out your 
home with furnishings that suit 
your individual taste. Sometimes 
it can pay to think outside the box. 
Before handing over your credit 
card, look at what you already have 
- or what you can buy second- 
hand for a fraction of its 'new' price 
- and think about 'upcycling' it. 
Before hitting the shops for a lamp 
for my daughter's room, | looked 
at what | already had in the house. 
| remembered that | had a plain 
black lamp that was sitting unused. 
With a little creativity anda 
packet of pink buttons | created 
something that saved me money, 
and, importantly, something that 


my daughter loves. 


So if you'd like to bring some 
fun into your home, and save 
some cash, here's how | did it. 


You will need: 


A lamp. If you don't have an old 
one like | did, scour charity shops 


Flamenco = at the North Wall 


AWARD-WINNING dance 
company No Frills will be in 
Oxford in February as part 
of a tour. No Frills will be 
touring four theatres across 
the South of England in 
February. This production 
premiered at Buxton 

Fringe Festival last year, 
where it won the Dance 
Award and received rave 
reviews. The company will 
be holding workshops in 
London, Bristol and Oxford 
and running an Outreach 
programme for schools. 
This company’s premise is to 
take away the frills to expose 
flamenco’s true essence. 
Drawing on their experience 
performing on stages 
across four continents these 


six young artists ask the 
spectator to put aside their 
preconceptions of what 
flamenco is and invites you 
into its rhythms, melodies 
and power. 


@ The performance will 
be on February 28 at The 


North Wall Oxford, 
South Parade at 8pm. 
Tickets are £15/£12 
concessions. For more 
information call 01865 
319450 or visit www. 
Thenorthwall.com/ 
oxford-theatre.ph 


and car boot sales — just make sure one. 


that it's working. Find one witha 
fabric lampshade or the buttons 


may not stick! 


A lot of buttons. You or another 
family member may have some 
hanging around, or you can buy 
a packet of them for a couple of 
pounds online or at craft stores — 


try The Works. 


Some glue. | used fabric glue 


ARON SANT 


Sky Song 
by Sharon Sant 


THE best bit about 
finishing this book is that 
there are two more to 
read. | first became a fan 


of Sharon’s work after 
reading The Memory 
Game, which was an 
awesome read and this 
young adult book does 
not disappoint. 

The story starts with 
an orphaned teenage boy 
Jacob, whose world has 


been turned upside down. 


He is drawn along a fated 
path, which he struggles 
to come to terms with. He 
has two close friends, his 
best friend Luca and Ellen. 
The story is filled with 
teenage angst, as Luca is 
Ellen's girlfriend, however 
Jacob is able to connect to 
Ellen ona psychic plane of 
which Luca is excluded. 
Sharon writes the 
connection between 
Jacob's family, his 
unknown parents and his 


but. You could try a multi-purpose 


Once you have everything 
ready, gently squeeze a small 
amount of glue directly onto the 
lampshade, and stick buttons on 
one by one. | did this with no order, 
plan or pattern — just stick them 
on depending on the space you 
have. | tried to spread out the sizes 
and shapes but didn't stress over 
exactly where they were placed. 


to go for! 


will live in. 
Have fun! 


parents who adopt him. 
We experience Jacob's 
thoughts as he is forced 
to choice between all he 
knows and loves anda 


duty that is foreign to him. 


All good books have 
a baddy, someone of 
pure cunning evil and this 
story does not disappoint. 
There are brilliant 
descriptive fight scenes 
and imageries of real 
panic and fear of loss of 
those Jacob has come to 
love in the human world. 
Only a glimpse of Jacob's 
real world is revealed so 
far, but |am sure that the 
next two books we will 
learn more. | recommend 
Sky Song and | am looking 
forward to following the 
story to the end. 


A mishmash of buttons is the look 


Of course you can use any 
colour buttons you fancy - which 
is one of the advantages of making 
your own lamp. It would look 
really fun made with buttons of 
all colours, or you can match the 
colours to the room that the lamp 


Rock and pop talent 
at Pegasus Theatre 


THE latest edition of the young bands 
showcase 'Reins' takes place at Pegasus 
on Sunday 1 February and will feature 
performers from across the county. 

Pegasus and Oxfordshire Music 
Education Partnership (OMEP) offer a 
great opportunity for young musicians 
and solo artists to perform live on stage 
with the support of a professional team of 
technicians. 

The line up will include young 
artists from Oxfordshire Music Service, 
Readipop, The Oxford Academy, BG 
Records, the Young Women’s Music 
Project and Oxfordshire Youth Arts 
Partnership. 

Pegasus and OMEP have been 
working together since 2011 providing 


a regular performance opportunity 

for young bands with mentoring and 
expert technical facilities and advice. The 
programme is funded by Youth Music and 
co-ordinated by Nick Wright, Oxfordshire 
Music Service's Music Development 
Leader — nick.wright@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Reins 

At Pegasus, Magdalen Road, Oxford 
OX4 1RE 

On Sunday 1 February 6pm 

Tickets: £3 in advance, £4 on the door 
Booking: 01865 812 150 
http://www.pegasustheatre.org.uk/ 
shows/reins/ 


A Doodeedoo 

By Tony Gilbert (Author), 
Sammy Gilbert (Author), 
Blaze McRob (Editor) 


GOOD to read out loud 
and also in an audiobook 
so you don't have to. Over 
some time or another 
who hasn’t invented an 


invisible friend? Oh wait is 
that just me? Each page of 
Doodeedoo is beautifully 
illustrated and text is easy 
to read. | like the way that 
the typeface looks as if it 
has been hand written. 
There are also lovely 
crafted images on every 
paae of this book, that 


look like they have been 
drawn with children’s 
crayons. The words are 
skilfully brought alive by 
Tony's rhythmic words. 

The story starts with 
a charming young girl 
mouse who had started 
to read the classic book 
Frankenstein. She only 
reads the book as far as 
when Frankenstein who 
is a monster comes to 
life and is so inspired she 
decides to have a go at 
making her own. 

Partially because he 
was lonely BUT mostly 
because he could. 

Being an ingenious 
type of mouse, she sets 
about making her creation 
out of a sock which is 
stuck together with super 
glue. 


She even gives her 
new friend the super cool 
name of Doodeedoo. 
Then mouse gave her 
sock friend eyes made 
from buttons and a string 
mouth. 

She made a boy with 
different coloured eyes. 
But oh no, to her surprise! 
The puppet made froma 
sock. Turned out to bea 
complete shock! Oh golly 
I'm rhyming now LOL. 

But don’t worry, | did 
not give away the ending 
which is simply delightful. 
And if your children are as 
silly as me, they will love 
this book too! 
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Leys 


Dental Practice 


& Referral Centre @8@08008 


NHS 


February 2015 


Visit our website for more details 


a 


Specialist Referral Centre for Prosthodontics 


Specialist Referral Centre for Periodontics 


. ¢ « 


Specialist Referral Centre for Endodontics 


Contact us now for further information or to book your appointment today! 


‘x, 


Exempt and fee paying patients welcome | Male and female dentists | Disabled access and ground floor surgeries 
| Private treatments available | Credit card payments accepted 


ss lL hh hCG 


Children's Drawing Competition! 


Ceilidh for Carnival 


DANCE away the winter blues at the 
Cowley Road Carnival Ceilidh, to be 
held at East Oxford School on the 
evening of Friday 6 February. 

There is nothing like a Ceilidh to 
banish the winter blues, and there 
is nothing like a Ceilidh! An evening 
of traditional high-energy dancing, 
similar to barn dancing or country 
dancing, Ceilidh music is always live 
and loud and the dancing is fast and 
furious! It’s a lot of fun. You don’t 
need to be able to dance to join in, 
instructions are given as you go and 
everyone of all ages is welcome to 
come along and have what will be a 
fantastic evening. 

The music will be provided by the 
Tribe of Tinkers, a folk fusion group of 
musicians from London and Oxford, 
who specialise in playing music from 
all over the world with infectious 
energy, skill and enthusiasm. 

Fiddle player Ashton Mills is also 
a co-director of Re-Resonate and will 
be leading the Rhythm Craft music 
project for the Carnival. He said: “It's 
going to be a brilliant night. Tinkers 
play a unique mix of global styles 


Oxford schools and make musical 
instruments from recycled materials 
and form a new street band for the 
Carnival procession on 5 July. 

Danielle Battigelli, Executive 
Director of Cowley Road Works, the 
organisation behind the Carnival 
said: “We're really looking forward to 
kicking off this year’s Carnival warm 
ups with this event to get people 
dancing to some great live music, 
while raising funds to help make our 
new Carnival street band possible.” 

“And if anyone would like to 
organise a Carnival fundraiser event 
of their own, please get in touch. 
Carnival is all about bringing the 
community together in as many 
ways as possible.” 

Danielle and the organisers 
are also looking for donations for 
the raffle at the Ceilidh and other 
fundraising events. If you would 
like more information on the Ceilidh 
or can help, please get in touch at 
admin@cowleyroadworks.co.uk 
telephone 07941 482376. 


& The Ceilidh will be held on 


DRAW a picture of a helpful robot in the 

space above. The prize for the two most 
| creative entries is a 67 piece art and craft 
| set complete with wooden carry case. 
Send your entries by 15 February. 


| 
Send your entries to: 
: Children's Drawing Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BX 


NAM@! sccccevvuswvuvwndnecsrermecseyiereveas 546 Age: ......... I 


that is perfect for dancing and makes 
fora lively and unique Ceilidh!” 

The Carnival Rhythm Craft 
music project will be working with 
children and their families from three 


Friday 6 February, 7-9.30pm at 
East Oxford School Union St, OX4 
1JP. Entry is £10 on the door. 


Name of parent or guardian: ..............ccccee ce eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes I 
Phone number: ..............206 l 
Addr OSS! coc cicanne dees eeee Cebiaaaaiaaacaeve ve eETwEY aacterdenaeeeeledieie de I 
I 
I 


@ Find out more about plans for Carnival and how to get involved on 
the website www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk 
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Brookes helps young people 
access higher education 


THE Higher Education Funding 
Council for England (HEFCE) has 
launched a new national scheme 
to encourage more young people 
into higher education. 

The National Networks for 
Collaborative Outreach (NNCO) 
involves schools, universities and 
colleges working together ina 
coordinated approach to form 
local networks across the country. 

Oxford Brookes University will 
receive approximately £150,000 
to be the lead institution for the 
local network. 

Alice Wilby, Director of UK 
Recruitment for Oxford Brookes 
said: “We are delighted to be the 
lead organisation for our local 
network and to take part in what 
will be a significant resource 
for schools and colleges to get 
more young people into higher 
education who otherwise, may 


not have had the opportunity to 
do so. 

“The relationship with our 
local and wider community has 
allowed Oxford Brookes to play 
an important part in widening 
participation. We always aim 
to provide opportunities for 
participation in higher education 
to everyone who can benefit 
from it.” 

As the lead institution for 
the network, Oxford Brookes 
will ensure the network acts as a 
source of information to all state- 
funded schools and colleges 
within the definedlocal area, help 
teachers and advisors find out 
about higher education outreach 
activity and provide general 
advice about progression into 
higher education. 

The local network will also 
host websites with information 


about outreach activity and 
signpost to other information to 
support schools and colleges as 
they prepare their students for 
higher education. 

Greg Clark, Minister for 
Universities and Science 
welcomed the networks and 
said: “Higher education is a 
transformational experience and 
the future of the UK economy 
depends on having highly- 
trained graduates so it is vital that 
young people have the 
right information about 
progressing into higher 
education.” 

He added: “A record 
number of students entered 
higher education in 2014, with 
entry rates for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
increasing by over ten per cent to 
its highest ever 


To find out more and to register for the workshops please email 


We look forward to seeing you! 


editor@leysnews.co.uk 


level. However there is still more 
work to do to ensure all students 
who want to study hard can 
benefit, irrespective of their 
background.” 


The local network is made up 
of the following institution 
members: 

+» Buckingham New University 

+ University of Oxford 

+ University of Reading 

- Activate Learning 

+» Abingdon and Witney College 
+ Aylesbury College 

« Amersham and Wycombe 
College 

+ Ruskin College 

« Swindon College 

There will be 35 local networks 
covering the whole of England. 


Ruskin 


Oxford 


BLITZ TIMETABLE 


Beginners course: 

e Starting Monday 23 Febuary and finishing 

on Thursday 12 March. Running every Monday 
mornning (9.30-11.45am) and Thursday afternoon 
(12.30am-2.45pm) for three weeks (six sessions). 


Improvers courses: 

e Starting Monday 2 Febuary and finishing on 
Thursday 19 Febuary. Running every Monday 
mornning (9.30-11.45am) and Thursday afternoon 
(12.30-2.45pm) for three weeks (six sessions). 

e Starting Monday 16 March and finishing on 
Monday 30 March. Running every Monday 


mornning (9.30-11.45am) and Thursday afternoon 
(12.30-2.45pm) 
for three weeks (five sessions). 


ITQ level 2/3 

e Starting Tuesday 24 Febuary and finishing on 
Thursday 11 June. Running every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning (Qam-12pm) for 12 weeks (24 
sessions), with a break during the Easter holidays, 
and another two week break for the weeks 
beginning 18 and 25 May. 


# For more info or bookings call 01865 806453 
or drop in at the Blackbird Leys Community 


Centre 
tess 
ge; 


Colle 


Open Days @Ruskin in 2015 


@ Friday 30th January - 11am start 
@ Friday 6th March - 6pm - 8pm 

@ Friday 1st May - 11am start 

@ Friday 29th May - 11am start 

@ Saturday 20th June - 11am start 
@ Wednesday 29th July - 11am - 1pm 


ILTUS Taster Days @Ruskin in 2015 


@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 21st February - 11am-2pm ~e oes : 
@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 18th April - 11am-2pm , “S 
@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 9th May - 11am-2pm é 

@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 6th June - 11am-2pm 


To book a place on an open day, 
contact Hannah Jones on: 

T: 01865 759604 

E: hjones@ruskin.ac.uk 


To book a place on one of the International Labour and 
Trade Union Studies taster days, 

contact Caroline Holmes on: 

T: 01865 759608 


ae za E: cholmes@ruskin.ac.uk 

eo Ess OXFORDSHIRE 
i 

Bera, = COUNTY COUNCIL 


The small college with big ideas! 


www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 
12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 31N. 
07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 
Arar Childminding 
%@ 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX. 
@ 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 
OX4 4LD. 

01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 


Email us at 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 SAR. 
%@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
9% 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS. 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
3PH 

‘@® 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

% 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
@® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


editor@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 6T). 
@ 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £10) more! 


3.6 4 bedmoem houses UAGENTEY 
needed! We will nent or buy! 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near market 
& price? Solutions for properties with 
little or no equity, refurbishment 


work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may bea 
solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
%% 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
9% 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
4% 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD. 
%@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 


OTHER 


WRITING, 

EDITING 

AND PROOFING 

Experienced freelance writer and 
editor offers professional, confidential 
and reliable service for writing, 
editing, and proof-reading.CVs, formal 
letters, thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. Can produce work 
overnight. Highly competitive prices. 
Contact Leys News office. 


@ 01865 711756. 


February 2015 


A QUICK GUIDE TO WHAT'S AVAILABLE LOCALLY. 


If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


H@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

@® 01865 770206 


@ Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys Young 
People Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


@ Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would 
like to consider a new job, or taking up 
work for the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday 
from 10am—12pm. Just drop in. 
Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 
@ Call or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


= New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

@ 01865 772886. 

@ Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0-5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am—11.30am, at Pegasus School. 
@® Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

@& Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


H Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00-9.15pm. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 ina structured environment. 
3.00—5.30pm. 

£1 per session (five sessions £4) 

@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(For ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


@ Rainbows 

For girls aged 5—7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

‘@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


@ Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
@ 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


‘@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

‘@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


Ht Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, file 
management, PC maintenance and 
more. 

%& 01865 714492 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 

Tues and Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 

@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 

for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 

or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 

If Girls Football (15+) 

Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

@ Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 

@ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for new 
members and invites men, women, boys 
and girls of all ages and abilities to come 
along and try out indoor bowls. 

Call 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: Mondays, 10.30—-11.30am 
Body Balance: Tuesdays, 11—12pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: Wednesdays, 
10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am 
Boxercise: Fridays, 10.30—11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: Mondays, 
11.30-12.15pm 


‘@® 01865 467020 


BBL Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

General swimming times are: 
Mon and Fri, 5.45—6.45pm; 

Sat and Sun, 11.15am—1pm, 

and 1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 

Mon, 12—1pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: Tue and Fri, 12—1pm 
Slimming World: Thurs, 12—1pm 


BH 01865 467040 
OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road (£2). Keep fit, bingo, indoor bowls, 
speakers, activities and trips. 

%& 07534 740589 


Hi Golden Circle 
@ Mrs Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


i Silver Circle 
@ 435954 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7WJ. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Friendleys Coffee, Cake & Chat 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—Ipm 

Jack Argent Room, BBL Community 
Centre, £2 

%@ 07810 047819 

H Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

@ David Stonehill 01865 777074 

or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


The Clockhouse 


see box on opposite page 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@& Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@® 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

@® 01865 794794 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
® 01865 247788 

B Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
@® 07974185554 


m@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 


while your family carer gets a well-earned 


break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 
www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


Leys 
Community 
Market 


® 07729 581975 Leys Community Market will 
NOTICES not be trading in February. 
Socialist Party Community 
Meeting Lunch 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 


Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. All friends, stallholders, 


Starts 7.30pm customers and volunteers 
‘@ 0208 9888777 of the market are invited 
toa community lunch on 

The Leys WI Saturday 28 February 


Meets the first Wednesday of 


each month, 730—9.30pm, For more details or to book 


at The Clockhouse. a place please contact 
‘@® Sue, 07786158229 leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk or Christine 07914395619 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


WELCOME EVENTS 

FOR LOCAL OVER-50s 

New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse 

Project? Meet others at these FREE, 

friendly socials. Our community 

project is for everyone aged 50 and 

over, living anywhere on the Leys. 
We run lots of great, low-cost 

activities. 

® 01865 395908 for date and details 

of our next Welcome Social. 


ROSEWOOD CLUB 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break 
for their carers. £12 a day includes a 
hot two- course meal, and beverages. 
Transport (if required) is an extra £5 
per day. Open each weekday. 

® 749349 or email: rosewood@ 
daybreak-oxford.org.uk for more 
details or to book an initial visit. 


OVER-50s ADVICE 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice 
at the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, 
housing, consumer issues), with an 
adviser from Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. 


Next one: Monday 23 February. 
Appointments: 10am—12noon, drop- 
in: 12-12.30pm. 

To book an appointment please tel: 
395908. 


GAMES CLUB FOR OVER 50s 

Play dominoes, scrabble, or lots of 
other games. NO experience needed. 
Every Monday (except 16 Feb — half 
term break), 1.30— 3.30pm. £1. 
Includes drink/biscuits. 


“DANCE AROUND THE LEYS” 

FOR OVER 50s 

Move around the floor, dance seated, 
or just watch and enjoy! NO partner or 
experience needed. 

Monday 2 February: LINE DANCE 

11 am—12 noon. £2 


YOGA FOR OVER 50s 
Seated/standing exercise, and 
relaxation. Beginners welcome. Every 
Tuesday, 10 -11am. Start any week. 
£2. Drink/biscuits included. 


SINGING FOR FUN 
FOR OVER 50s 


EveryTuesday (except 17 February — 
half term break), 1.30-3.30pm. 

This group is currently full — tel: 395908 
to go on the waiting list. 


other Thursday 2—4 pm at POTTERS 
COURT, Robin Place, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX47FF. £1 includes art 
materials and refreshments. Tel: 
395908 for February dates. 
CRAFTS GROUP FOR OVER 50S 
Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and havea 
natter. Drink/biscuits included. £1. 
Every Wednesday, 11 am—12.30 pm. 


COMPUTER COURSES FOR OVER-50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. £1 a session. 

You need to book. Tel: 07951 149724 
TAI CHI FOR OVER 50s (Jimmy), or 07962 887379 (Gerry). 
Seated/standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost energy. 
Every Thursday morning, 10-11 am. 
£2. Drink/biscuits included. 


EVENING SOCIALS 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
Adults of all ages welcome. 

£2 includes drink/biscuits. 

Next meeting: QUIZ on Wednesday 25 
February, 7—9pm. Tel: 395908. 


GARDENING CLUB 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. You don’t 
have to be an active gardener. Next 
meeting: Thursday 5 February: “Start 
of the Season” — Gardening tips from 
Reg Curnock, 2— 4pm. Tel: 01865 
395908. 


COMMUNITY GARDENING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, 
to help keep the Clockhouse garden 
looking beautiful in every season. 
Enjoy fresh air and good company, 
while doing something really positive 
ART GROUP FOR OVER-50s for your local community. Tel: 395908. 
Beginners welcome. Meeting every 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look forthe clocks on theroof) @* 01865 395908 E:clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except 
bank holidays) at 6.30— 7.30pm. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 


and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Leisure Centre, 

Pegasus Road. 

Sunday Service: 3—6pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7—8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 


‘B® 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


@ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room 

(includes special activities for children 
and young people). 

@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 
982804 


Hi Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 

BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
Tam—2pm 

@® 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
‘@ 01865 776903 


All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 11am—12pm. 
‘@ Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 and 07877 054600 
E: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


@ Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 
‘@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 @ Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 
Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6—7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BU. 
@® 07951262426 

E: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www. kiccoxford.org.uk 


@ Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


Hi Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 


Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 
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YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker. 
Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, 
Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). 
Send mail to Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL. 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 

Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, OX3 ORB 

@ 07961121704 __E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 

Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, Oxford, OX4 7UZ 
@® 01865779678 Mobile: 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 

NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, OX4 10U 

@ 07767 311425 _ E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 

Scott Seamons — Labour. 24 Partridge Walk, Greater Leys, Oxford, 0X4 7BZ 
@® 01865 802350 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


@ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


LEYS DIVISION 

Steve Curran — Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 11G 
@® 01865 727824 Mobile: 07941 785538 

E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


m@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 


S & R CHILDS 
FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


142 Oechord Rowd 
Cowley 
Onford 

OXx4 2EA 

Tek 01865 714007 


Phanmacy House 
4 London Road 
Headington 
Onford O83 WAA 
Tel: 01565 ara 


Mt The Parade 1 Courtland Road 
Onion! Road Kuschill 

Kall ington CXS TEE (Clute C884 4H 

Tet 01865 I7RRSa ‘he: 01865 FT 27H 


www. srchilds.couk info@erchilds.couk 
Wie seercialion in repatriation bo and frown ihe LK 


Part of Lngnty ple A Brak Cnrmparny 


4 Elms Parade 
Botley 
Osfard ONT IL 
Tel: 01865 245464 
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AFC Valley hosted The Blackbird F.C 
in the side’s second encounter of 
the season. 

Triston Lawrence opened the 
scoring after beating two of his 
opponents with pace and close 
ball control and then smashed 
alow venomous strike across 
keeper Matty Purbrick to give the 
Blackbird’s the lead. 

Centre back Lee Wyatt almost 
bought the score level when 
his long punt forward froma 
goal kick aimed towards Nathan 
Brown bounced on the edge of 
the Blackbird’s area. With stand in 
keeper Stuart Parsons being foiled 
by the bounce the ball bounced 
over his head and was destined to 
go in, but Stevie Haines raced to his 
rescue and spectacularly cleared 
the ball off his line. 

Julian McCalmon doubled his 
side's lead when he almost ripped 
the net with a thunderous shot 
from a 30 yard free kick straight 
into the top corner. This opened 
the floodgates and Lawrence 
scored a courageous diving header 
to double his tally, Toby Webster 
placed a casual shot past Purbrick 
to get his first goal for the club and 
17-year-old debutant grabbed 
himself a brace to make it 6-0 at 
half time. 


Good win for 
Blackbirds 


The second half was slightly 
more evenly matched, with The 
Blackbird’s taking their foot off the 
gas and Valley stopped hitting the 
ball long and began to find success 
by playing the ball around more. 

A diagonal through ball 
to Brown saw him beat The 
Blackbird's offside trap as he played 
the ball across to Harris Parsons 
rushed out and as he tried to force 
Harris wide he bought him down 
and conceded a penalty. Brown 
placed the ball coolly into the 
bottom right corner to make it 6-1. 

The Blackbirds went straight 
on the attack and a quick one two 
between McCalmon and Joe Cook 
created space for McCalmon to 
dink a ball over to Lawrence who 
struck the ball on the half volley 
with his weaker left foot and 
stranded Purbrick could only watch 
as the ball trickled in past his near 
post, making it 7-1. 

Another neat through ball saw 
Ben Steptoe rush through on goal 
and as he entered the box Parsons 
rushed out and was harshly judged 
to foul Steptoe and concede a 


second penalty. Steptoe took the 
resulting penalty and sent Parsons 
to his bottom right corner but 
struck the ball down the centre of 
the goal and Parsons saved with his 
legs. 

As the ball bounced in the 
centre of the goal Parsons showed 
reflexes you would not expect 
from aman of his physique and 
dived at the ball and hooked it to 
safety just as Steptoe was about to 
pounce on the rebound. 

Valley surged forward again 
and Cook conceded a free kick on 
the wing at the edge of his own 
area for a foul on Joe Mole. Mole 
whipped in the resulting free kick 
at pace and Simon Collett rose like 
asalmon at the near post and beat 
Parsons with a bullet header to 
reduce his sides deficit, and make it 
7-2. 

The Blackbirds went straight 
up the other end and scored again 
through a Craig Bloomfield header 
which he looped over the rooted 
Purbrick. 

As The Blackbird’s piled men 
forward the game had become 


The Leys Health Centre 


Important Changes at The Leys Health Centre 
* Starting on Wednesday 4 February 2015 * 


more end to end and as Brown 
broke through he was supported 
by Mole, Harris and Steptoe. He 
again decided to go it alone and 
this time Parsons came out with 
his hands and saved but only 
managed to palm it into the path 
of Harris. 

Webster forced Harris wide and 
made a last ditch tackle putting 
the ball out for a corner, but was 
dubiously judged to have bought 
Harris down and conceded a 
penalty. 

To go with the spirit in which 
the game had been played, 
Purbrick came out of goal and 
casually placed the ball into 
Parson's bottom left corner, 
making it 8-3. 

Again The Blackbird’s scored 
soon after this time Carl Bloomfield 
stabbed the ball past Purbrick after 
Webster had flicked the ball on 
from a Haines throw. 

The scoring still wasn't over and 
substitute Sergi Pawlak reduced 
The Blackbird’s lead to five again 
when he chipped the ball over the 
grounded Parsons. 

Lawrence finished the game 
off when he created just enough 
space on the edge of a crowded 
Valley box to cheekily lob Purbick, 
who was on his line, and make it 
10-4. 


February 2015 


Could you help a 
child to read? 


ARCh (Assisted Reading a primary school near 

for Children) is a local you! You don’t need any 
registered charity which qualifications, just good 
operates in Oxfordshire communication skills, 
primary schools to patience, enthusiasm and 
help children who are kindness. Full training 
struggling with reading. is given and ongoing 
Could you help a child support and travel 

and change their life expenses are provided. 
forever? The charity obtains 


All it takes is one and enhanced DBS checks 
a half hours twice a week —onall volunteers before 
during the school day placement. 


as an ARCh volunteer in 


& To find out more please visit 
www.archoxfordshire.org.uk 
or call the ARCh office on 01869 320380. 


New pre-school for the Leys 


THE Leys has a new pre-school. Peep Pre-School has 
just opened a pre-school in the Dovecote Centre 

in Greater Leys. The pre-school has been set up to 
provide places for two and three-year-olds, and offers 
free early education places for two-year-olds. Families 
with household incomes of less than £16,190 a year 
could qualify for up to 15 hours of free childcare a 
week. 


@ For more information go along to the next 
open day on 5 February from 9am-12pm at the 
pre-school in the Dovecote Centre, Nightingale 
Avenue, or ring 01865 771986 / 07767 169539. 


The Leys Health Centre has been listening to its patients. 
As aresult of patient feedback and consultation, the practice is changing its appointment 
system in order to try and improve the overall patient experience. 


What does this mean for you? 
e No ‘Walk-In’ (Qpen Surgery) appointments starting on Wednesday 4 February 2015 


e Continue to book routine appointments with your GP, nurse etc as you usually do 
e If you have a medically urgent condition, and you need an appointment, please telephone the practice 


on the day, preferably before 11am 


e Please be prepared to provide some basic information about your medical condition when you call to 
request an appointment 


e The doctor will assess your condition. If it is medically urgent, you will be offered a same-day 


appointment 


Thank you for your support 


If you have any questions or concerns please email Fiona Lodge at leys.ppg@nhs.net or visit our website www.theleyshealthcentre.co.uk for more information. 


